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EARLY CAREER researchER   poster competition 2026

About the competition 
The Doctoral and Researcher College ECR Poster Competition has been established to showcase the work undertaken by researchers at the University of Reading. Researchers from all disciplines are invited to submit a poster on an aspect of their current research. 
If your poster is accepted it will be displayed at the University of Reading ECR Conference on 29 June 2026.  The competition will be judged by a panel drawn from the University of Reading’s research community.  The winner chosen by the Judging Panel will receive an award of £100.  The winner of the People’s Choice Award voted for by conference delegates will receive £100.  Runners Up will each receive £50.  

Eligibility – who can apply?
All current University of Reading postdoctoral researchers including Research Assistants, Research Fellows (an ECR is generally defined as being up to 8-10 years post PhD award). 

Key dates
· Entry deadline = 7 May 2026
· Date by which shortlisted finalists will be notified = 18 May 2026
· ECR Conference = 29 June 2026
· Overall winner and people’s choice award announced = 29 June 2026

Competition guidelines and rules 
· Each entrant must submit the form below along with a PDF of their poster. 
· Only one poster allowed per entrant.
· Posters must relate to an aspect of the entrant’s current research.
· Entrants can submit a poster that has/will be displayed at a other Conferences in 2026
· Entries will be shortlisted by a panel drawn from ECR Committee.
· Entrants can follow the University’s guidelines on research posters: www.reading.ac.uk/dps/conferenceposters or can submit a more ‘freestyle’ design
· Shortlisted posters should be printed A1 in size. Financial support is available if required.  Please contact Sue Glover. 
· Posters can be landscape or portrait orientation.
· Printed posters do not have to be laminated.
· If shortlisted, it is the responsibility of entrants to arrange for the printing of their poster.  Posters must not be altered from the original PDF version.
· Shortlisted posters must be printed and displayed on the designated conference poster board on the morning of 29 June 2026.  If your poster is selected then you should be able to attend the conference on 29 June 2026. 
· We reserve the right to disqualify entries that do not comply with the competition requirements.
· Events may occur that render the competition (or certain aspects of the competition) impossible due to reasons beyond the control of the University. Accordingly, the University may at its absolute discretion change, suspend or cancel the competition (or elements of it) if circumstances beyond its control make it necessary to do so.

Judging criteria
Posters will be assessed according to two criteria:
· Poster design – presentation and visual communication 
· Research content – how easily this can be understood by non-subject specialists

		

		
Deadline for competition entry: 7 May 2026
©University of Reading 2026		Page 2
ECR Poster Competition 2026 - Entry Form
Your details
First Name:		Click or tap here to enter text.
[bookmark: _Hlk184632791]Surname: 		Click or tap here to enter text.
Job title:		Click or tap here to enter text.
(If you are shortlisted you must be able to attend the conference in person) 
University email address: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
School: 		Click or tap here to enter text.

Poster title 
Click or tap here to enter text.

Disclaimer 
I declare that my submission is an original piece of work generated during my current contract at the University of Reading.  I have read the competition guidelines / rules and agree to them.
Name:	Click or tap here to enter text.
Signature:
Date:		Click or tap here to enter text.

Submitting your application
This form and your research poster (PDF) should be submitted to DoctoralandResearcherCollege@reading.ac.uk by 7 May 2026.  If your poster is accepted it must be printed and displayed on the designated conference poster board on the morning of 29 June 2026. You should be able to attend the ECR Conference on 29 June 2026.
Please note if shortlisted, you may be required to participate in the production of university photography, video or audio recordings.  
Any personal data supplied on this form will be used to administer the competition entry and contact winners. Further information can be found in the University’s privacy policy.  Shortlisted entrants and winners will be identified at the UoR ECR Conference and in Doctoral and Researcher College webpages.
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