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*NEW*  ECR SEED FUND APPLICATION 2026

Would you like the chance to secure up to £750 funding for a new interdisciplinary ECR project?

Introduction
This year, a new ECR Seed Fund is being launched to give staff an opportunity to kick-start an interdisciplinary collaboration project with others at Reading.  Staff are invited to self- organise into interdisciplinary groups to work on a new collaborative project and submit a formal proposal to secure up to £750 in funding.  The process has been deliberately designed to be ‘light touch’ which we hope encourages the submission of proposals. 
 
Purpose
Building on the ECR Conference in June 2026, this fund is an opportunity for early career researchers to put into practise interdisciplinary and collaboration skills and create an opportunity to demonstrate independence or build on progress to date, supporting overall career development. 
researcherdevelopmentconcordat.ac.uk

Why does interdisciplinarity in research matter?
There are many reasons why it might be beneficial for you to consider collaborating with others outside of your discipline.  We know complex problems extend beyond the bounds of any one research discipline.  Interdisciplinary collaboration enables the integration of diverse perspectives, broadens analytical scope and can generate more robust, relevant findings with greater impact on both the scientific community and society at large.  Working in an interdisciplinary, collaborative way can support future proposals to national/international funders and align with funder requirements if a project demonstrates an integration of different disciplines.  It is likely that you will come across this as you move forwards in your career, whether that is in academia or something adjacent to research like policy, industry, project or programme management for example.  

Eligibility
All ECRs are eligible (normally defined as up to 10 years post PhD award, taking account of career breaks etc).  All participants (but especially project leads) must have a contract length that extends to the proposed project end date.  

Assessment criteria 
Proposals will be judged according to the following criteria:
1. Interdisciplinary value
2. Feasibility
3. Value for ECR development
4. Budget spend is reasonable within the timeframe
5. Potential for impact


Timeline:
· Proposals submitted at the latest by Friday 11 September 2026 DoctoralandResearcherCollege@reading.ac.uk 
· Proposals will be judged by a panel drawn from the Doctoral & Researcher College/ECR Committee members against the assessment criteria
· Project leads will be notified of the outcome by the end of September 2026.  
· Projects to be completed (monies spent) by end of March 2027 at the latest.  

APPLICATION FORM
	Project Title

	

	Project Lead/s (i.e. be responsible for budget spend)

	(Name, Job title, School)


	What is your idea for a project that builds inter-disciplinary relationships among ECRs at the University of Reading? (Max 100 words)

	







	What do you aim for your project to accomplish? (Max 100 words)


	






	What will you spend money on? Please provide a broken-down and costed budget (max £750). 

	






	How will you know that your project has succeeded? What will the outcomes be? (Max 100 words)


	




	Who is involved in your project (please list names and discipline/departmental affiliations)? 

	








With thanks to the research APVCs for generously contributing to the ECR Seed Fund pilot and supporting all early career researchers: 
Environment: 			Prof. Tom Oliver and Prof. Sue Gray
Heritage & Creativity: 		Prof. Gail Marshall and Prof. John Gibbs
Prosperity & Resilience: 	Prof. Adrian Bell
Agriculture, Food & Health: 	Prof.  Lisa Methven
Doctoral & Researcher College: 	Prof. Adrian Williams 

Any questions?  
Contact Sue Glover, Researcher Development Manager, Doctoral & Researcher College. 
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